John Newman of Sampson County, North Carolina and Pulaski 


County, Georgia 
Donna Newman, compiler 


Birth and parentage: There is no direct evidence that John Newman was the son of 
Edward and Sarah Newman, but there is strong indirect evidence. 


Edward Newman died in service during the Revolutionary War' and Sarah headed a 
household in Sampson County, North Carolina in 1790 that included 1 male over the 
age of 16, five males under the age of 16 and two females, one of whom would have 
been Sarah.” The older male would have been William, who as oldest son inherited the 
land when Edward died as primogeniture was not abolished in North Carolina until 
1784.° Based on the 1850 census,* John was born in 1775, so he would have been 
about 15 years old when the 1790 census was enumerated. 


There are only a handful of male Newmans found in early Sampson County records and 
given Sarah Newman's 1790 household, it is plausible to conclude that they were sons 
of Sarah and Edward. William and John headed census households in Sampson 
County; Jacob was.a witness when William sold the warrant for his father's military 
bounty land; and John, William and Edward (Jr.) were assigned to the same river work 
crew in 1805 and 1813 and were all on the 1815 tax list.° 


Marriage: No marriage record has been found for John Newman and Nancy Brown, but 
many early records for that county were lost in a courthouse fire in 1865.° Nancy 
Newman was named as a daughter in the will of Arthur Brown.’ And in a Revolutionary 


" See "Edward Newman of Duplin County, North Carolina" by this compiler. 

* 1790 U.S. census, Sampson County, North Carolina, p. 114 (penned), line 39, Sarah Newman; digital 
image, Ancestry.com: 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication M637, roll 7. 

3 "An Act to regulate the descent of Real Estates, to do away Entails, to make provision for Widows, and 
prevent frauds in the Execution of last Wills and Testaments," in Walter Clark, compiler, The State 
Records of North Carolina, Vol. XXIV: Laws 1777-1788 (Goldsboro, N.G.: Nash Brothers, 1905), Chapter 
XXIl, pp. 572-577. 

* 1850 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, population schedule, 69th District, p. [261B], dwelling 509, 
family 509, Jno. Newman; digital image, Ancestry.com : 2009,-citing NARA microfilm publication M432, 
roll 80. 

° Sampson County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions Minutes 1794-1818, FHL microfilm no. 553522. 
The 1815 tax list is cited later in this report. For information on the bounty land warrant, see "Edward 
Newman of Duplin County, North Carolina" by this compiler. 

® "Sampson County, North Carolina Genealogy," wiki, FamilySeearch.org 
(https:/Awww.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Sampson_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy : accessed 19 
August 2020). 

"Brown, Arthur, Sr. 1830," Sampson County, North Carolina Original wills, 1663-1978, Bordeaux, 
William W. - Faircloth, Martha; digital images, FamilySearch.org : accessed 27 October 2011, images 
245-249. 
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War pension application that Arthur Jr. filed (presumably in behalf of his mother Lucy 
Brown's estate), he included pages from the family Bible showing that Ann Brown was 
born on 16 February 1781 and stated that she was married to John Newman.® 


Nancy's mother was Lucy Butler and she married Arthur Brown in Duplin County on 
about 12 June 1780 (marriage bond date).? Arthur Brown and John Newman's mother 
Sarah both witnessed the 1784 will of James Green'® and were all living at the time in 
the part of Duplin that went into Sampson County when it was created later the same 
year. 


Sampson County, North Carolina: John Newman was a member of The Great Cohera 
Baptist Church, which was founded by Nancy Newman's grandfather Edward Brown in 
1759."' John first appeared as a head of household in Sampson County in 1810'? with a 
wife and a daughter who apparently died before 1820.'? The 1810 census shows only 
that this daughter was under the age of 10 but she was probably an infant as the oldest 
of John and Nancy's known children was born in about 1813. 


Land: In October 1827, John sold 50 acres to his brother William.'* It is unknown when 
or how he acquired this land as no deed has been found that names him as grantee, but 
there may not be one if the land was a gift or inherited, e.g., from so-far unidentified 
maternal relations.'° Presumably this was the 50 acres he reported on the 1815 tax list 





Lucy Brown (deceased), widow's pension application no. 1322 (Rejected), for service of Arthur Brown 
(Service N.C. not otherwise specified, Rev. War), digital images, Fold3.com (https://www.fold3.com : 
accessed 2 February 2012), citing Case Files of Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Applications Based 
on Revolutionary War Service, Record Group 15, National Archives, Washington, D.C. The pages 
referenced above are p. 4 (Ann Brown's marriage) and p. 8 (Ann Brown's birth). 

° "North Carolina, Index to Marriage Bonds, 1741-1868," database, Ancestry.com : 2000. 

'° Will of James Green, Duplin County, North Carolina Will Book A: 155-156, digital images, 
FamilySearch.org : accessed 29 October 2011; images 102-103. 

"' Undated membership list from the Great, Cohary Baptist Church Record Book, 1790-1855, Sampson 
County, North Carolina (originally Duplin County); FHL microfilm no. 986263 item 5. This record is in very 
damaged condition and mostly contains minutes from meetings, with the first two pages giving brief 
historical background on the founding of the original church by Edward Brown in 1759 and its evolution to 
the time the record book was started in about 1790. My sincere thanks to my "cousin" Sandra White 
Hinton for sending me a copy of Founded Before Freedom: The-History-of aUnique North Carolina 
Church by Micki Cottle; this book dates the founding of the church as 1749. 

'? 1810 U.S. census, Sampson County, North Carolina, p. 477 (penned), line 28, John Newman (indexed 
as John Weinman); digital image, Ancestry.com : 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication M252, roll 42. 
'S 1820 U.S. census, Sampson County, North Carolina, population schedule, Capt. Spills district, p. 309 
(stamped), line 14, Jno Newman; digital image, Ancestry com : 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication 
M33, roll 85. 

'* Sampson County, North Carolina Deed Book 25, p. 98, digital inage, Sampson County Register of 
Deeds Remote Access Site (http://www.sampsonrod.org/ : accessed 28 May 2012). 

'> Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, editors, The Source: A Guidebook to 
American Genealogy, 3rd. ed. (Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2006), 432, col. 2, para. 2. 
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for Sampson County; on the same list William Newman reported 450 acres and Edward 
Newman reported no land.'® 


Move to Pulaski County, Georgia: John Newman first appeared in Pulaski County 
records on the 1829 tax list, with one poll and no land.'” He was not on the 1827 list and 
none for 1828 has survived. He was.a head of household in Pulaski County from 1830'° 
to 1850,'° and died there in late November 1852. 


Death and estate: Receipts from John's estate record show that the doctor visited him 
on November 21st, 22nd and 23rd. Purchases at Lathrop Manning & Co. on November 
23rd would fit with burial preparations, i.e., vest, pants, white flannel (for new 
underclothes) and muslin (fora shroud); and on November 24, black ribbon. John's son 
Arthur applied for letters of administration on December 13,”° entering into bond for 
$8,000 with Seaborn M. Manning as his security when he was granted permanent 
letters in March 1853.”' Arthur's final return on the estate dated 18 February 1858 
shows the sale of land for $2500 (no further details recorded) and acknowledgement by 
his mother Nancy, brother Edward and sister Sarah that each had received $625 in full 
payment of their distributive share of the estate. Inexplicably, there is no record of 
Arthur having paid himself the same, only his commission as administrator.*? This may 
simply have been a recording oversight since the amount he paid to other family 
members totals $1875 and a commensurate payment to himself would account for the 
full $2500 received from the land sale. 


At the time of his death, John owned two 40-acres lots that he had drawn in the 1832 
Gold Lottery, i.e., Lot 1026 in District 21, Section 2 in Cherokee County and Lot 332, 
District 19, Section 2 in Cobb County;*? and two tracts of 202% acres each in District 4, 
formerly Dooly County, now Pulaski, i.e., Lot 100 which he purchased for $575 on 12 


‘© "Tax Lists, Sampson County, 1815," digital images, North Carolina Digital Collections 
(https://digital.ncdcr.gov/ : accessed 9 December 2019); path: Start-> Tax Lists and Records-> Time 
Period: 1789-1820-> Place: Sampson County. The three Newmans are on p. 50. 

’ Pulaski County, Georgia tax lists, FHL microfilm no. 177,760; 1829, John. Numan, Capt. Adams district, 
line 32. 

'8 1830 U.S. census, Pulaski County, Georgia, p. 161 (penned), line 5, John Newman; digital image, 
Ancestry.com : 2010, citing NARA microfilm publication M19,-roll-20. 

'? 1850 U.S. census, Pulaski Co., Ga., pop. sch., 69th Dist., p. [261B], dwell. 509, fam. 509, Jno. 
Newman. 

*° Pulaski County, Georgia Annual returns, v. |, 1854-1859, digital images, FamilySearch.org; images 
444, 450, 206 and 208. All of the estate documents cited in this review were accessed on 10 December 
2012. 

7! Administrator bonds, v. A, 1828-1857, etc., digital image, FamilySearch.org, p. 21, image 179. 

?? Pulaski County, Georgia Annual returns, v. J-K, 1856-1859, digital images, FamilySearch.org, images 
468-469. 

*3 Barbara Smallwood Stock, CG, "Research Report," p. 2; report prepared for Donna Newman [ADDRESS 
FOR PRIVATE USE], 9 January 2018; copy privately held by Donna Newman, 2018.. 
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September 1834 and Lot 126 which he purchased for $250 on 1 January 1835.4 No 
deeds have been found for the sale of any of John's land, nor have any legal notices 
been found advertising a public sale of the land as was typical in such cases.”° 


As Administrator, Arthur reported the land on tax lists*° and while theoretically these 
should help pinpoint when he sold the different tracts, it is made extremely difficult by 
the inconsistencies in the details that were recorded from one year to the next. The best 
interpretation | can make of them is that all of the land remained part of the estate 
through 1855 (when only the total acres was recorded); that the land in Pulaski and 
Cobb counties was sold between 1855 and 1857 (there is no list for 1856); and that the 
land in Cherokee County was sold between 1861 and 1862. If this is correct then the 
Pulaski and Cobb county tracts comprised the $2500 land sale shown in the 
aforementioned annual return on the estate. 


Nancy Newman died in January 1860, reportedly age 82°” but according to the date of 
birth reported for her in Arthur Brown's family Bible, she would have been just shy of 79. 


Children of John and Nancy Newman: From the names of John and Nancy's known 
children it appears they followed traditional naming conventions for that time and place, 
i.e., first son named for husband's father and second son for wife's father, first daughter 
named for wife's mother and second daughter for husband's mother 


1. Unknown daughter, born before 1810, died before 1820, based on these two 
Sampson County censuses; possibly named Lucy after Nancy Newman's 
mother. 

2. Edward Newman, born in about 1813 according to the 1850 census and died in 
Pulaski County in November 1879.*8 He was apparently married and widowed in 
the mid-1830s as an Edward (Jr.), age 14, was living with the older Edward and 
his parents in 1850. Although no marriage record has been found, Edward Sr. 
was identified as widowed on the mortality schedule. He has not been found in 
1840 and was probably one of the males age 20-30 in his father's household; the 
only female of the right age to be his wife was his unmarried sister Sarah and 





** Pulaski County, Georgia Deed Book |, digital images, FamilySearch.org : accessed 31 October 2017; 
pp. 64-65, images 273-274, and p. 497, image 445. 

The deed indexes for Pulaski and Cherokee counties were searched, and early Cobb County records 
did not survive a courthouse fire in 1864. The only legal notice that has been found was Arthur's 
application for letters of dismission on 22 February 1858, the same date he filed his final return. The 
notice was published in the Federal Union (Milledgeville, Ga.) on 2 March 1858. 
7° Bulaski County, Georgia Tax digests, abt. 1809-1870, digital images, FamilySearch.org : accessed 19 
July 2019. 

*7 U.S. Federal Census Mortality Schedules, 1850-1885, digital image, Ancestry.com : 2010; 1860, 
Pulaski County, Georgia, p. 1, line 3. 
8 Ibid.; 1880, Pulaski County, Georgia, p. 1, line 8. 
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there was no male young enough to be a son so perhaps he was already 
widowed by then and his son was living with the wife's relations. Nothing further 
is known about Edward Jr. at this time. 

3. Arthur Newman, born on 10 June 1816, died in Pulaski County, Georgia on 6 
March 1888. He married (1) Canzada (Shiver) Cherry in about 1840,” probably 
in Pulaski County, and (2) Martha Sanders.on.26 October 1881 in Pulaski.°° 

4. Sarah Newman, born in about 1819 according to the 1850 census and died in 
1889, probably between the August and November terms of court. In his will her 
brother Arthur had left her a life estate in one of his properties with instructions 
that his land not be divided until after her death, and his Executor petitioned the 
court for leave to sell his land at the November 1889 term stating that Sarah was 
deceased.*' 





*° Although Pulaski County has marriage records from its 1808 inception, records have not been found for 
a number of marriages that almost certainly took place there, i.e., Canzada Shiver's first marriage to 
James P. Cherry in about 1835; her second marriage to Arthur Newman; and the marriage of their 
daughter Catherine to William G. Hunt in about 1859. 

°° "Georgia, Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1828-1978," database and images, Ancestry.com : 
2013. 

5" Pulaski County, Georgia Estate records, 1800-1938 Mullis, William - Orem, J. S., digital images, 
FamilySearch.org : accessed 8 December 2012; "Arthur John Newman 1881", images 302-303. All of 
Arthur Newman's estate documents are misfiled, either in this folder or in John Newman's folder. 
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